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30 August 1854

Holland, Michigan

Several matters came before the Consistory of the First Reformed Church at its meeting
on this date. Rev. Albertus C. Van Raalte, elders Jonker, Wilterdink, Labots,
Appeldoorn, and Hekhuis and deacons Wilterdink, Keppel, and Plugger were present.
They first dealt with a complaint of Grootehuis against Kooijers. There was concern
expressed about the neglect of family visitation. Jonker explained the delay in the
measuring of cemetery lots. The church in Grand Haven requested a classical preaching
appointment. The disagreement between Van Raalte and elder Broek at the previous
meeting of the consistory was clarified.

In Dutch; translation by Rev. William Buursma.
Original in the collection of the Pillar Christian Reformed Church at the Joint Archives of
Holland, Hope College, Minutes of Consistory, volume I, pp. 99-100.
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Meeting Held on August 30, 1854

Present were Elders Jonker, Wilterdink, Labots, Appeldoorn, and Hekhuis; Deacons
Wilterdink, Keppel, and Plugger; as well as Rev. van Raalte.

The meeting was opened with prayer by Rev. van Raalte.
ARTICLE 1 — Grootehuis considers himself wronged by Brother Kooijers for the
requirement of $2.00 for the use of his oxen. However, upon further investigation, it
appears that in order to fatten the oxen, he allowed them to graze in the forest. He had
done this without permission and had remained silent about this.
The consistory alerted him to the fact that this in itself was a violation of civic laws, and
that he not only should ask forgiveness of the aggrieved brother but, in the judgment of
the consistory, he should pay him before he comes to the table of the Lord.
ARTICLE 2 — A wide-ranging conversation was held concerning the neglect of family
visitation, and whether or not it is necessary to have regulations concerning consistory
terms. This matter will, hopefully, be discussed at a following meeting.
A request from Miss ter Vree to discuss with Veneklaas the matter of payment of interest
was given to a committee of Broek and Keppel.
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ARTICLE 4 — Elder Jonker has made an investigation concerning the delay in cemetery
poles and measuring of cemetery plots. This delay is caused by a lack of work personnel
and the non-arrival of the land meter.
ARTICLE 5 — A woman, orthodox in confession, was received, even though her church
papers, due to a hasty departure from the Netherlands, were not taken along. This
decision is made on the basis of the testimonial of other members. Trijntje Abbering.
ARTICLE 6 — A request was received from the congregation of Grand Haven for a
classical preaching assignment. This was approved.
ARTICLE 7 — The gathering was alerted to the fact that there is a fear that Brother Broek
has become embittered as a result of a conversation between him and Rev. van Raalte at
the previous consistory meeting. Rev. van Raalte declares that he has no anger against
Brother Broek and is not suspicious of him. On the contrary, he considers him an upright
friend and supporter. He states that differences of opinion need not disturb relationships.
Moreover, he has not had any suspicion concerning Broek's personal feelings and that he
does acknowledge that not everything that he has said was what tenderness and wisdom
would require.
It was decided that each person, among his acquaintances, will speak with Brother Broek
to avoid any alienation.
ARTICLE 8 — The meeting was closed with prayer by Elder Wilterdink.
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